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I N  T H I S  I S S U E

The achievements of an organization are the results of the combined efforts of every 
individual. This year, G-CON celebrates its 10 year anniversary. We are grateful for every 
highlight, collaboration, partnership and relationship built over the years.

GE HEALTHCARE AND G-CON TEAM UP TO OFFER MODULAR 
PREFABRICATED CELL THERAPY LINES AND CLEANROOMS
GE Healthcare and G-CON are collaborating to combine a fully  functional FlexFactory 
production line with a G-CON POD cleanroom. This new solution provides drug 
developers with a combined, flexible and readily deployable manufacturing platform 
suitable for early-stage clinical or commercial production. READ MORE

G-CON EXPANDS INTO EUROPE

G-CON Manufacturing, Inc.
sales@gconbio.com

979.431.0700
www.gconbio.com
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With the increasing demand for G-CON 
PODs in Europe and Middle Eastern 
countries, G-CON formed a new entity in 
Ireland, G-CON Manufacturing Europe, 
LTD. The new company furthers G-CON’s 
strategy for expantion to serve the 
European market and comply with 
regional regulatory requirements. 
READ MORE

https://www.gconbio.com
https://www.gelifesciences.com/en/us/Solutions/Cell-Therapy/Products-and-technology/Enterprise-Solutions/GE-cell-therapy-manufacturing/Collaborations/GCON
https://www.gelifesciences.com/en/us/Solutions/Cell-Therapy/Products-and-technology/Enterprise-Solutions/GE-cell-therapy-manufacturing/Collaborations/GCON
https://www.prweb.com/releases/g_con_expands_into_europe_with_the_formation_of_g_con_manufacturing_europe_ltd/prweb16188658.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/g_con_expands_into_europe_with_the_formation_of_g_con_manufacturing_europe_ltd/prweb16188658.htm


IN THE NEWS

G-CON Hires Tim Vickers, Executive Director of Business Development
Earlier this year, G-CON named Tim Vickers as its Executive Director of Business Development, leading 
G-CON’s business development efforts and key accounts. . Vickers joins G-CON with over 30 years’ 
experience in biotechnology, pharmaceutical, chemical and other high technology industries. For the past 
five years, he served as a Principal at DPS Consulting, Inc. 
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GenCure Facility is the Latest Cell Therapy Facility to Feature G-CON PODs
GenCure selected G-CON  for its new multi-product cell therapy facility. The 
new facility will expand GenCure’s manufacturing capabilities, providing 
new state of the art manufacturing capabilities to support clinical cell 
therapy trials. The PODs will provide approximately 6,700 sq. ft. of cleanroom 
space to facilitate production of the large numbers of consistent, 
high-quality, clinical-grade adult stem cells needed to help bring potential 
new therapies into human clinical trials.

G-CON PODs® Selected for New Merck FLEx Center Project
Merck, known as MSD outside the United States and Canada, has chosen 
G-CON’s POD® technology for the Merck Research Laboratories’ FLEx 
Center, to be located within the Rahway research campus. Construction, 
which is expected to start soon, will provide improved flexibility in 
pharmaceutical formulation and process development for sterile and oral 
solid-dosage products.  G-CON will design and fabricate PODs for cGMP 
manufacturing suites that require mobility and reconfigurability to meet 
current and future needs. 

G-CON Manufacturing Signs Distribution Agreement with Veltek Associates, Inc.
Under a new distribution agreement signed between G-CON and Veltek 
Associates, a leader in solutions for the control of particulate and microbial 
contamination, G-CON will now be able to provide its cleanroom POD 
customers with numerous cleanroom related products furthering its turnkey 
capabilities.  Through this relationship, G-CON and Veltek will be able to provide 
a turnkey prefabricated cleanroom, cleaning products, gowning materials, 
cleanroom equipment and cleanroom expertise.

http://www.prweb.com/releases/g_con_pods_selected_for_new_merck_flex_center_project/prweb16075796.htm
https://www.prweb.com/releases/g_con_manufacturing_signs_distribution_agreement_with_veltek_associates_inc/prweb16198913.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/gencure_selects_g_con_manufacturing_pods_for_new_biomanufacturing_facility/prweb16206015.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/g_con_manufacturing_hires_tim_vickers_as_executive_director_of_business_development/prweb16040193.htm


TECHNICALLY SPEAKING
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Thomas J. Piombino
Vice President, Biotechnology Process Architect
IPS

Facility of the Nuture – Part I

We would like to thank special guest author, Tom Piombino of IPS 
for contributing to this issue of PODTalk. Tom is a well-recognized 
expert in process architecture and process design for mAbs, 
gene therapy, cell therapy/CAR-T and vaccines. We are 
delighted to have him contribute his latest thinking on facilities. 

In the architectural and engineering world of 
biopharmaceuticals, we often refer to the design of a facility for 
the next generation of manufacturing as the facility of the future 
(FoF). The idea of the FoF began about 10 years ago, primarily 
focused on the manufacturing of antibody-based biologics. 
Many innovative facility and equipment design strategies have 
been employed and positioned as the FoF in that time. 
Customers are looking for the attributes that have defined FoF 
such as flexibility, predictability, cost-effectiveness, and 
scalability. In trying to achieve these FoF requirements, the 
industry has consciously taken an inward view and leveraged 
disruptive technologies, optimized formulations, closed systems 
and increased automation to improve facility layout and 
process efficiencies.

As we continue to develop our ideas around the FoF, it is 
appropriate that we ask ourselves if the future unfolding before 
us now is what we thought it would be when we started on this 
journey a decade ago. Is it practical to continue to inwardly look 
forward when peripheral topics and pressures are growing? Can 
the attributes and technologies that previously characterized 
the FoF stand up against the demands of the new future or 
“nuture?”

Our reality points to the fact that the next big disruption in the 
nuture will be outward facing, requiring a balance between 
technology and business continuity. If we do not begin 
balancing this now, it will be difficult to prioritize nuture 
opportunities; opportunities that might require a focus on three 
monetized vertical markets - Human Health, Animal Health and 
Planet Health.

The challenges to nuture thinking are many. We find many 
competing life innovations that create an overwhelming sense 
of practical contradiction and moral conflict. Gene therapy has 
opened up an entirely new line of therapeutic thinking that will 
necessitate change. We are reading about, seeing and 
experiencing the impacts of accelerating climate change. The 
Internet of Things (IoT) is providing massive amounts of data that 
need to be harvested and will ultimately alter a century of 
behaviors and instinct. Our historical dependencies on 
government regulation to solve big problems is no longer realistic 
in a global economy. The nuture will require personal investment 
in change that will have to take place over years and not 
generations. The nuture is a new future; we need to be ready to 
pivot, both mentally and physically.

How can your FoF planning overcome all this scientific and 
natural innovation?
• Recognize that business continuity planning must be a leading

initiative in your organization
• Balance your inward and outward view of the FoF facility

design
• Prepare for outward disruption and don’t wait for regulation to

dictate the required changes
• Back check your FoF assumptions against the nuture’s

requirements
• Prepare to pivot
• Standardize when and wherever possible and leverage that to

get to market faster
• LEED is a great start but don’t let it be a list of limitations that

block your imagination, aspirations and the needs of the nuture

nuture  noun
\ nu  ture   'nooCHәr\

De�nition of nuture:  the new future

About the Author
Tom has been in the EPCMV industry since 1995 and started with IPS in 
1998. During that time, he has been 100% focused on the design and 
delivery of biopharmaceutical facilities from conceptual process 
architecture to process design studies and detailed engineering. His 
technical background includes process architecture, process 
engineering, mechanical engineering and estimating and construction 
management. At IPS, Tom developed the InceptioneeringTM and iCONTM 
products that IPS offers customers. He manages these on a day-to-day 
basis in addition to being an accomplished process architect for 
biotechnology projects. Tom is an SME of bioprocess facility 
design/equipment, including stainless steel, hybrid and single-use clinical 
and manufacturing facilities. Additionally, he has been working with 
clients on cell and gene therapy facilities.



FEATURED COLLABORATORS
Through relationships with our collaborating entities, we can provide turnkey solutions for our 
customers. G-CON thanks the below mentioned featured collaborators.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Meet us at BIO!
Want to meet with G-CON at BIO?

Schedule a BIO One-on-One Partnering 
meeting today!

Booth #4009
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https://convention.bio.org/
https://bio19.mapyourshow.com/7_0/floorplan/?hallID=A&selectedBooth=booth~4009&_ga=2.233013405.2041075335.1557764651-105609218.1554998961


BOASTING A CLEAN SOLUTION
WITH BIOQUELL

Over the past decade, G-CON has become the leader in 
prefabricated turnkey cleanroom solutions by providing the only 
system that is readily deployable, flexible, mobile and scalable for 
any cleanroom need. PODs have the added benefit of being easily 
decontaminated via vaporized hydrogen peroxide, or VHP, a 
process that enhances cleanroom flexibility and helps make PODs a 
repurposable asset. Through Bioquell, our clients maintain 
cleanroom integrity with the integration of a fast and reliable 
method to eradicate bioburdens and other contaminants causing 
a threat to customer production facilities. 

Project Application

Highlights and Key Benefits
Easily incorporated into new or existing PODs

Automated system that allows for high, built-in scalability with 
low operational costs due to the reduction of manual labor 
and the risk of error with spray-and-wipe methods

Small footprint that maximizes your working area, allowing for 
greater productivity, making the Bioquell SeQure ideal for 
PODs

High efficacy with complete decontamination of exposed 
surfaces that is ideal for the cleanroom space, pass-throughs, 
material airlocks of the POD

Introduction

Bioquell SeQure
Courtesy of Bioquell 

Courtesy of Bioquell 

For more information about Bioquell, 
please visit their website at 
www.bioquell.com

Want to integrate an automated VHP 
system into an exisiting or new project 
with PODs? Send us an email at 
sales@gconbio.com

Most recently, G-CON teamed up with Bioquell, a leading supplier 
of bio-decontamination systems, in a recent project. G-CON’s POD 
customer wanted to ensure bioburden was well controlled for 
critical components entering their filling suites. G-CON worked with 
Bioquell to integrate the Bioquell SeQure unit into a POD. The unit 
was mounted in a material airlock by the G-CON team and 
integrated with the on-board automation system. 

The fixed bio-decontamination system provides increased 
productivity, robust regulatory compliance, and enhanced cost 
and resource efficiencies through an automated, validated 
decontamination cycle using VHP. The unit is able to treat the 400ft3 
space in about an hour. When the VHP sequence is initiated on the 
Bioquell HMI, the bubble tight dampers from the on-board HVAC 
system shut and the cleaning cycle begins. The Bioquell system 
works in tandem with the HVAC system and POD automation system 

(PAS) to ensure access to the area is restricted during the 
decontamination process. Once the process is complete, the PAS 
sends a signal to an exhaust fan, the dampers open and the 
remaining vapors are evacuated from the space before the 
interlocks are disabled and access can be granted. 

SPOTLIGHT
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Have a project to discuss? Email us at sales@gconbio.com

Maik W. Jornitz
President and CEO

Sid Backstrom
VP of Business Management

Blake Williams
VP of Manufacturing

Paul Moore
Chief Financial Officer

Dennis Powers
VP of Business Development

and Sales Engineering

Brittany Berryman
Director of Marketing

FOLLOW US:

Tom Ronat
Director of Quality Assurance

Mark Taylor
Director of Engineering

and Project Management

Tim Vickers
Executive Director of 

Business Management

Pete Makowenskyj
Director of Sales Engineering

G-CON MANAGEMENT TEAM
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/g-con-manufacturing
https://twitter.com/G_CON_PODs
https://www.youtube.com/user/GCONPODs
https://www.facebook.com/gconman
https://www.instagram.com/gcon_pods/
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